
Forward’s report on industry and business datadatapoints
States of Employment
Developed nations’ unemployment rates still lag behind pre-crisis 
employment levels.

Source: International Monetary Fund
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For Hire
Unemployment for skilled workers—like engineers and C-level execu-
tives—is low, while unemployment for laborers—like metal workers—
remains higher than the U.S. average of 8.8%.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Real Unemployment
The unemployment rate is much higher than official 
reports indicate; the official government calculation 
of the unemployment rate excludes half of discour-
aged workers.

Source: courtesy of ShadowStats.com
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Continuous Improvement
Manufacturing has made a robust positive contribution in labor productivity growth in 
the last decade.

Demand for Base Metals Grows
Demand in several markets has experienced 
steady growth over the last two years, despite 
the cooling of Chinese demand.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, and McKinsey Global Institute Source: International Monetary Fund

April 2011 unemployment rate minus 
six-year average before the crisis
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The top five 
contibutors 
accounted 
for nearly 
75% of total 
positive 
productivity 
growth and 
35% of GDP
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