
The economy looks up. Or does it?datapoints
And We’re Back
Nondefense capital-goods orders dropped in January, but have returned to 
2008 highs.

Source: Wall Street Journal; U.s. Department of Commerce
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January 2012  
65.99 billion

Construction Spending  
Bodes Well
Total construction spending is up for more than 
seven consecutive months.

Source: U.S. Department Commerce

The Real Jobless Rate
There are two ways unemployment can decrease—through people getting jobs and through people giving up looking for work.
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Taxes Down, But Not for Long
In 2011, the corporate tax rate was the lowest it’s been since the 1970s. But the tax break known as “bonus depreciation” shrinks for 2012, 
meaning a higher tax year.

Source: Wall Street Journal; Congressional Budget Office

Source: U.S. Department of Labor; Bureau of Labor Statistics
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